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Previous Methods of Journal Writing of 
HIP/SLICE “Fix-It” Community Issues:



First OER Faculty COOL4ED e-Portfolio

Faculty e-Portfolio in Composition added to the Cool4Ed collection-
https://contentbuilder.merlot.org/toolkit/users/COOLforEd/ramser_comp2

https://contentbuilder.merlot.org/toolkit/users/COOLforEd/ramser_comp2


HIP/SLICE “Fix-It” Journal to Research Essay Writing Activity 
• HIP/SLICE “Fix-It” journal – Based on Anna Deveare Smith’s Twilight: Los Angeles, 1992 play, students incorporate mixed modalities of 

the Watts Rebellion, the LA Riots, and BlackLivesMatter (BLM), along with their Service Learning Internship Community Engagement (SLICE) 
journal of their observation and/or participation of a specific community issue for their final research essay.

• OPEN ACCESS RESOURCES:
• http://blacklivesmatter.tumblr.com/

• Eyes on the Prize.- https://www.facinghistory.org/sites/default/files/publications/Eyes_on_the_Prize.pdf

• https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=r2_VX2nymRs

• Milestones - Find out more about the Milestones featured in Eyes on the Prize.

• The Supreme Court Declares Bus Segregation Unconstitutional (1956)

• The 1960 Presidential ElectionThe Desegregation of Interstate Travel (1960)

• The Supreme Court Orders Ole Miss to Integrate (1962)The March on Washington (1963)

• The Civil Rights Act of 1964

• The 1964 Presidential ElectionLyndon Johnson's "We Shall Overcome" speech

• The Voting Rights Act of 1965

• The Kerner Commission Report (1968)

• The 1968 Presidential Election

• The Attica Prison Riot (1971)

• The National Black Political Convention (1972)

• The Federal Court Order to Integrate Boston Schools

• The Bakke Case and the Status of Affirmative Action in 1978

http://blacklivesmatter.tumblr.com/
https://www.facinghistory.org/sites/default/files/publications/Eyes_on_the_Prize.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=r2_VX2nymRs
http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/amex/eyesontheprize/milestones/m01_bus.html
http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/amex/eyesontheprize/milestones/m02_1960.html
http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/amex/eyesontheprize/milestones/m03_travel.html
http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/amex/eyesontheprize/milestones/m04_school.html
http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/amex/eyesontheprize/milestones/m05_march.html
http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/amex/eyesontheprize/milestones/m06_act.html
http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/amex/eyesontheprize/milestones/m07_1964.html
http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/amex/eyesontheprize/milestones/m08_speech.html
http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/amex/eyesontheprize/milestones/m09_voting.html
http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/amex/eyesontheprize/milestones/m10_kerner.html
http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/amex/eyesontheprize/milestones/m11_1968.html
http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/amex/eyesontheprize/milestones/m12_attica.html
http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/amex/eyesontheprize/milestones/m13_nbpc.html
http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/amex/eyesontheprize/milestones/m14_boston.html
http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/amex/eyesontheprize/milestones/m15_bakke.html


HIP/SLICE “Fix-It” Journal to Research Essay Writing Activity 

• OPEN ACCESS RESOURCES:

• Wattstax (1973) - a documentary film by Mel Stuart that focused on the 1972 Wattstax music festival and 
the African American community of Watts in Los Angeles, California. The film was nominated for a Golden 
Globe award for Best Documentary Film in 1974.

• https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dwuAwSbxbNk

• ISAAC HAYES - Shaft@WATTSTAX [feat. Richard Pryor] 1973

• https://www.youtube.com/watch?t=11&v=6Gghsy_YKk8

• https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pdbMScGI9Fc

• Walter Mosley: Watts Riots 'Paved The Way For A Lot Of Change'

• http://www.wbur.org/npr/432084376/walter-mosley-watts-riots-paved-the-way-for-a-lot-of-change

• http://www.wnyc.org/story/walter-mosley-watts-riots-paved-the-way-for-a-lot-of-change/

• http://blacklivesmatter.tumblr.com/

• https://www.academia.edu/12277372/_BlackLivesMatter_Syllabus

• http://blacklivesmatter.com/a-herstory-of-the-blacklivesmatter-movement/

• http://opinionator.blogs.nytimes.com/2015/01/12/whats-wrong-with-all-lives-matter/?_r=0

• http://www.thisamericanlife.org/radio-archives/episode/547/cops-see-it-differently-part-one

• http://www.thisamericanlife.org/radio-archives/episode/548/cops-see-it-differently-part-two

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dwuAwSbxbNk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?t=11&v=6Gghsy_YKk8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pdbMScGI9Fc
http://www.wbur.org/npr/432084376/walter-mosley-watts-riots-paved-the-way-for-a-lot-of-change
http://www.wnyc.org/story/walter-mosley-watts-riots-paved-the-way-for-a-lot-of-change/
http://blacklivesmatter.tumblr.com/
https://www.academia.edu/12277372/_BlackLivesMatter_Syllabus
http://blacklivesmatter.com/a-herstory-of-the-blacklivesmatter-movement/
http://opinionator.blogs.nytimes.com/2015/01/12/whats-wrong-with-all-lives-matter/?_r=0
http://www.thisamericanlife.org/radio-archives/episode/547/cops-see-it-differently-part-one
http://www.thisamericanlife.org/radio-archives/episode/548/cops-see-it-differently-part-two


Blackboard/WordPress/Canvas



current OER options
English Composition I-LUMEN-
https://courses.lumenlearning.com/engcomp1-wmopen/
English Composition II: LUMEN- https://courses.lumenlearning.com/suny-

englishcomp2kscopexmaster/ 
Writing Commons- https://writingcommons.org/ 
English and Communication- SUNY-
https://textbooks.opensuny.org/english-and-communication/ 
ENGL001: ENGLISH COMPOSITION I-SAYLOR-
https://learn.saylor.org/course/view.php?id=43 
ENGL002: ENGLISH COMPOSITION II-SAYLOR-
https://learn.saylor.org/course/view.php?id=44&sectionid=5053 



CSUDH- SLICE’s S4 weblink for weekly submissions





Student sample



STEPS TO USE CSU S4



Online Media- Twilight; Ted Talks; YouTube



Online Media- https://csudh.kanopy.com/
• FREE film streaming for students and professors at California State 

University Dominguez Hills

• KANOPY: https://csudh.kanopy.com/

• -------------------------------

• Or Media Education Foundation (https://shop.mediaed.org/the-
great-white-hoax-p706.aspx) 

• e.g., The Great White Hoax: Donald Trump & the Politics of Race and 
Class in America, Price: $350.00

https://csudh.kanopy.com/
https://shop.mediaed.org/the-great-white-hoax-p706.aspx


SurveyMonkey- pre-HIP/SLICE “Fix-It” 
survey: “Always; Usually; Sometimes;
Rarely; Never”

• Rate your willingness to consider new or other strategies of reading and 
writing?

• Rate your level of interest and engagement in the overall process of learning 
new reading and writing strategies?

• Rate your ability to generate, investigate, and represent ideas. (For example, do 
you require specific directions to begin an assignment, or are you able to start 
the project without additional explanations?)

• Rate your writing and reading strategies or ideas across the curriculum or other 
courses or content areas? (For example, in a history or political science class?)

• Rate your level of curiosity or interest to know more about the world? (For 
example, are you now aware of issues in other parts of the world that you 
previously did not think about?)

• Rate your ownership of your actions in relation to global issues, such as 
diversity, social justice, collaboration, or equity? (For example, in your 
neighborhood are there action committees organized in response to a recent 
event or problem? Or, in your classes are there action committees organized to 
respond to a particular issue?)

• Rate your ability to adapt to situations, expectations, or demands for reading 
and writing? (For example, an assignment that is more demanding than 
anticipated? Or a Pop Quiz? Or an unexpected presentation or group project?)

• Rate your interest and attention to short term projects? (For example, a weekly 
assignment?)

• Rate on a scale of 1-5 your interest and attention to long term projects? (For 
example, a final semester paper or project?)



Survey Monkey- Pre 
HIP/SLICE “Fix-It” survey



Survey Monkey- Pre 
HIP/SLICE “Fix-It” survey



% online education
• Fast Facts  FAST FACTS - Distance learning

• Fall 2015, 5,954,121 students enrolled in distance education courses at 
degree-granting postsecondary institutions:

• SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education 
Statistics. (2018). Digest of Education Statistics, 2016 (NCES 2017-094), 
Table 311.15. https://nces.ed.gov/fastfacts/display.asp?id=80

Percent of students Percent of students

At least one, but not all, of student's 

courses are distance education 

courses

Exclusively distance education 

course(s)

29.8 15.4

https://nces.ed.gov/fastfacts/display.asp?id=80


% civic/community engagement
• U.S. Department of Education 2012 report -- created by the Civic Learning and 

Democratic Engagement National Task Force, the Global Perspective Institute and the 
Association of American Colleges and Universities – urged colleges to make civic learning 
and democratic engagement “an animating national priority” in order to help the country 
emerge from what it called a “civic recession.” 
https://www2.ed.gov/rschstat/research/pubs/college-learning-democracys-
future/crucible-moment.pdf

• American Freshman Survey revealed that 9% have a “very good chance” of participating 
in student protests     -an increase of 2.9%; the highest level of civic engagement in the 
study’s 50-year history. https://www.insidehighered.com/news/2016/02/11/survey-
finds-nearly-1-10-freshmen-plan-participating-campus-protests

• 40% of students surveyed said that becoming a community leader is a “very important” 
or “essential” life objective for them; 60% of incoming freshmen rated improving their 
understanding of other countries and cultures as just as important

• Colleges placing increasing importance on programs promoting civic engagement

- Jake New, May 10, 2016, https://www.insidehighered.com

https://www2.ed.gov/rschstat/research/pubs/college-learning-democracys-future/crucible-moment.pdf
https://www.insidehighered.com/news/2016/02/11/survey-finds-nearly-1-10-freshmen-plan-participating-campus-protests
https://www.insidehighered.com/


Current Methods (Blackboard) Discussion Board 
where students submit weekly HIP/SLICE “Fix-It” 
Community Issue Ethnographic Reports
• When students share their 15 week-long HIP/SLICE “Fix-It” journal to 

research essay writing activity results (weekly ethnographic reports, 
end-of-semester presentation, and their final essay, all of us are 
privileged to learn something new about our community and our civic 
relationship with each other.

• See sample work from current and previous students on the tables. 



Conclusion
By using technology and Open Education Resource Commons (OER) material 
to develop 21st century students’”conscientizacao” (Paolo Freire’s critical 
consciousness), my hope is to shed light on how our colleges and universities 
can support our students’ knowledge and writing skill needed to contribute 
to our democracy by supporting demonstrative learning outside the 
classroom

The HIP/SLICE “Fix-It” journal-to-research-essay activity utilizes High Impact 
Practices (HIP) and Service Learning Internship Community Engagement 
(SLICE) as effective teaching methodologies to inform and create critical 
online feedback on assignments and discussions of social justice issues which 
my diverse student population chose to address. 

George Kuh’s High Impact Practice theory in my writing activities and Albert 
Bandura’s “Social-Cognitive Theory” and Writing Across Curriculum (WAC), 
along with OER help students recognize the text’s rhetorical situation of 
“audience, purpose, context, stance, media, and design,” and implement 
rhetorical analysis in their written responses.   


